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BE YOUR BEST                         RESPECT                         RESILIENCE                         SAFE

Willowmavin Primary School resides on the lands of the Taungurung people.

We acknowledge their leaders past and present and pledge to respect the earth, the life and the waters of these lands.

4/5/6
This term in Inquiry, 4/5/6 have been learning about the Age of Exploration in the 15th 
and 16th centuries. This was when lots of countries were exploring around the globe in 
sailing ships.

Back then some people from Europe came in contact with Australia like Willem Janz, 
Dirk Harthog and Able Tasman who were all Dutch. Some Spanish people like Luis Vaez 
Torres, who the Torres Strait is named after, came and so did William Dampier and 
James Cook from Great Brittan.

We also learned about a large treasure fleet that sailed in1405 from China. The fleet 
was led by Zheng He. It is thought that some of his ships became separated from the 
main fleet and that they came to Australia and made contact with Aboriginal people. A 
small statue was found in between tree roots in Darwin in 1879 that might have come 
from these Chinese ships.

Zheng He’s fleet had hundreds of sailing ships and their ships were much bigger than 
the ones from Europe.

Olivia and Iliana

We made some cardboard 
replicas of the Chinese sailing 
ships too!
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Celebrations!
Congratulations to our swimming stars 
from the District swimming event just two 
weeks back. Whilst we may be a very 
small school, our representatives certainly 
showed that we are more than capable of 
punching above our weight. Special 
congratulations to Zara and Ruby for 
reaching Division. Zara has now 
progressed from Division on to the Region 
finals. She will be competing in two 
individual events, 50m freestyle and 50m 
breaststroke, and will join students from 
Pyalong Primary School in the 4 x 50m 
Willowmavin-Pyalong Primary School 
freestyle relay team. Good luck Zara!
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F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I P A L

Absences, Drop Off and Pick Up
We are noticing that parents and guardians are more regularly informing the school of student absences. This is greatly appreciated as it 
limits the amount of time taken up by staff chasing up reasons for absences via phone calls or e-mails. As always, an Attendance Note on 
Compass is our preferred method of communication for student absences, however parents/guardians are of course welcome to make 
phone calls or send an e-mail to their child’s teacher.
It has also been pleasing to see more students arriving at school on time. We regularly express to families the importance of students being 
on time for learning as it enables a smooth transition into the classroom. The school grounds are supervised from 8:35am. We encourage 
families to make the most of this supervision time for your children. Whilst learning commences at 8:50am, it is recommended for many of 
our students that they arrive at school at least 5 minutes prior to this time, giving them the opportunity to catch up with their friends and 
have a play before heading to class.
Finally on attendance, we remind families that learning time concludes at 2:55pm, from which time students can be picked up. Yard 
supervision concludes at 3:10pm, at which time staff are regularly required at staff meetings or professional learning sessions. Students still 
waiting to be picked up at school at 3:10pm, will be required to wait in the office. Where you are expecting to be late for pick up, please 
inform the school in advance, if possible, so that we can inform students. Should you be having ongoing difficulty in picking up your child/ren 
on time, please speak with the school.

Getting Involved
At Willowmavin Primary School, we love having families involved in the school. We not only welcome contributions from families, we rely on 
them. There are many ways in which you can contribute to your child’s school – both from within and outside of the classroom. Should you 
wish to assist in your child’s classroom, please speak with your child’s classroom teacher. Outside of the classroom, there are many other 
ways you can support the school. From maintenance items listed in the newsletter, to hot lunches and Breakfast Club, to one off fundraising 
events. Please feel free to approach the school should you wish to assist in any of these areas. We also welcome your ideas, and encourage 
families to approach us with any suggestions or strengths you bring to the table. A reminder that all volunteers will need to read our 
Volunteers policy and in most circumstances, will need a Working with Children Check.

Breakfast Club
Speaking of getting involved, it has been fantastic to have Dean Sheffield running Breakfast Club on Thursday mornings. And recently, Dean 
has been joined by Matt Bean, meaning we have 2 WPS accredited chefs in the house serving breakfast to students on Thursday mornings. 
We encourage all students to come early on a Thursday morning from 8:15am for breakfast.

Head Lice
We have recently had a case of head lice in the school. Please monitor your child for lice or eggs and ensure that if any are found, your child 
is treated before returning to school. Thank you in advance for your assistance and support with this.

Signing Off
Keep calm. Footy is back.

Until next time, take care of one another and be the best you can be!

Mr. O’Callaghan
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Student of the Week

F/1  Marlee Comer
2/3  Olivia Brothers
4/5/6 Zara Gill

Term: 1   Week: 4  



Student of the Week

F/1  Hudson Monaghan
2/3  Hudson Buhagiar
4/5/6 Ryder Morgan

Term: 1   Week: 5  
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WILLOW WORKS

Listed below are current general 
maintenance and repair items at the 
school. If you are able to help with these 
items, please speak with the office or your 
child’s classroom teacher. All materials 
required for these jobs will be paid for by 
the school. We are able to organise access 
to the school grounds after hours if this 
is more suitable for families. 
Thank you!

Item Date

Balustrade on x2 staircases to be replaced. 03/08/23

Non – slip stickers to be placed on decking area. 03/08/23

Lubricate playground equipment 25/10/23

Repair sink in art room 25/10/23

Blind cord to be screwed back in to place in Breakfast Club 
room

25/10/23

Sliding door in art room to be repaired so that it moves 
smoothly

25/10/23

Hole covered on side of admin building 25/10/23

Safety gate (on BER deck)lock to be lubricated 25/10/23

Open windows in art room and admin office 09/11/2023

Remove wood pile and tall grass behind container 07/12/2023
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What’s On…
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Uniform Reminder and Tissues Request…

Dates To Remember
March
1st  Hot Lunch Day
5th  Emergency Evacuation Drill
11th  Labour Day Public holiday (no school)
13th – 15th NAPLAN years 3 and 5
15th  Hot Lunch Day
21st  Harmony Day
26th  Cross Country Day
28th Last day of Term 1 – 1:30pm finish

March
3

rd
 Mrs Barri

8
th

 Hannah
12

th
 Harrison

24
th

 Oliver

Uniform Reminder
We have had an increased number of students without a hat for recess and 
lunchtime over the past few weeks. This is a friendly reminder to please ensure that 
children have a hat available. We have new hats for sale at the front office for $10. 
Tissues Request
We have 3 boxes of tissues and this might cause issues! If any families would like to 
donate a box or two of tissues, that would be greatly appreciated. 
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